Watercan Still Wants Clean Water

for All after 20 Years

By Trevor Clayton

Christina Lubbock remembers sesing African
deprivation at frst-hand upon  arriving En
Zimbabvwe's destitule Buhera District during her
first wisit to Africa in 1999,

She saw a matarial reglon of
largely  unemployed  tribal
people  relying primarily on
subsistence farming for food
and who walked as many ad
eight miles for conlaminated
waler. Many were sick with
AIDE and tubercidosls.

Mrs. Lubbock had travelled
here as (then) Chair of the
Board of the Ottawa-based
charily organizal lon WalerCan/
EmuVive. Approaching the sile
of the new WaterCan well,
she and (hree olher membiers
ol her ieam discovered four kindergarten
chpirs sel oul by local children in their honour,
surfounded by villagers who sal on (ha dusty
ground under atacia (rees, Many had travelled
a greal distance lo celebrale Ihe regon’s
newest freshwaler source

“The joy and thankfulness exprassed by Lhe
villagers was overwhelming,” says Mrs. Lubbock,
Executive Director of WaterCan from 2000
1o 2004, W only Michasl could have seen (he
reslization of his dream - then, and loday,”

Founded by Mrs, Lubbock's lale husband Michae|
Im 1967, ‘WalerCan was born oul of a desire [o
escalale Canada’s fTunding for walor services
and sanitation facilities and hygiens educal ion
fo the world's poorest people. Currendly it
I operating In Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and
Ethiopia, in parinarship with indigenous non-
povarnmanial ofganizations (NGOs). Margaret
Trudeau was namad Honourary President in
2002 after five years as a dedicated volunteer,
and in 2007 WaterCan celebrated s 20th
year, a milesiona for the increasingly visible
organizalion and Tor which an awards ceremony
recognizing ils members was hold al Oflawa's
Centrepoinie Thaatre in Septembar.

“WaterCan has really laken off,” enihuses
Executive Direclor Gary Pluim. “People are

talking aboul water, they're talking
sanitation, they re talking about climate c
and ali of & sudden peopie are becoming we

comsclows about water (ssues.”

Fluim s ol exagg
In 2008, the United
declered the nexd 10 years
the International Decade
Action, and togethar with
World  Health  Organizs
pubdished an - advocacy
to combat the water crises
suffered and paid for with fves
by million=s in the developing
world, There are currently |
billion people without  wi
(approximately 30 per cent

the drinking water

Africa, it's estimated that 70 per cent of
‘in the hospital are there bacause of
ated diseases. Mow thal percentage
't go 50 high in Canada. but certainly in
‘devaloping countries it's as high as 80 per cenl.
The first thing to remember is that the issue in
i i5-not & lack of knowledga. It's a lack of

E to Pluim, tha WaterCan Board
the worid's population), & 75 per cend of the organization’s
2.6 billion without access ndate towerd educational purposes, with
the simplest sanitation des ramaining 25 per cent devoted to "fun
(approximately 42 per © fundraising.” At home, WaterCan's Clean
Dirty water and inad i for Schools Program featwes a learning
sanitation remain {he largest cause of sickness culum on its website for grades 4 to 10
on the planet tng o go to grade 12), and the WaterCan
Former United Mations Secretary-General ity Student Chapter Program, which
Annan provides these remarks in the g tlated In 2001 by studenls ai Oueen's
opening pages: “We shall not finally o Lini and hasstratchad its funding campaign
AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, or any of the fo 17 post- schools in Ontario and
infectious diseases that plague the d 5 abec and in the U.5. and Austrelia

world until we have alzo won the batile’
safe drinking-water, sanitollon and basie
Carg.”

heart of WaterCan's domestic funding is
iadian Int ernational Development Agency
, which in the last two years raised its
ratio 1o WaterCan from 2:1 to 3:1
eaking 8t the swards ceremony after Pluim
nd Mrs. Lubbock was the remarkabla Margarat
x arison, former President of CIOA {1083
‘and whoss experience and leadership in
ternational developmeni for Canada and
bodies brought & suberbly bafanced
sment perspective to an evening that
d have bean swepl by emation

For people who are knowledgeabls
the depth of these disasters and wha
working agains tham in Africa and slsewhs
what ig important In these rémarks s |

acknowledgement of Lhe complexity involved in
the crisis. While waler shoriages in African
be well-recognized by first-world co

sanitathon issues go relalhvely overlooked,

“Sanitation is @ major issue,” says Pluim.
third of the world's populslion doesn't h
accass Lo something as simple & an out
who dafecate in the bush because |
they have avallable. People might say ‘so? ¥
don’t they just build an out house™ = Wall, it |
only four years agd wa had the SARS
acule respiralofy syndroma) scare in
and guess what we discoverad? Peopla w
going to the wishroom and nol wadkng their
hands. in Walkerion, E. Ddl\mm

i souwces of WatlerCan's funding include
8 university program, which began at Queen's
versity in 2004 and hes raised more than
000 1o dale, and the annual WaterCan
Dinner, which draws up to 1,000
from Otlawa's diplomatic, business and
arl communities, and which raised a
$145, 000 in 2007,

the drilling, digging, water catchmenl
madntenance insiruction s handied by

Africans. Ethiopia’'s Owomo  Seif-Reliance
Organization, the Uganda Association for
Socio-Economic Progress, the Kenya Water for
Health Organization and KINMAPR (acronym
for Tanzenia's six founding villages) are amang
WaterCan's 12 African NGO pariners who
tackle everything from water and community
services to social and pender egquality Their
direct involvermenl prowides the necessary
means of communication, the incentive to
irvest resources into a shared interest in health
improvement and, most crucially, the cultural
familiarity and sensitivity toward regional and
lifestyle diversity Those running the 12 are
highly educated, with many coming from a
middle income and relurning to Africa after
studying abroad to sarve their people.

* I Canada about a third of our funding has come
from CIDA, snd Lhey're interested in halping us
aven more. n Africa, we work with indigenous
partners,” says Pluim. “We do that because we
believe that partners understand the cullure
of their own people and can communicate
why santation is so important. ‘Whan we ask
(African NGDs) to become partners, they gel
ent hused.”

Ancther enthusiast end speaker for WaterCan
s Honourary President Margaret Trudeau,
who travelled to Africa in fall 2006 wilh har
daughter-in-law, Sophie, Excerpts Trom thesr
diaries were published in the May 2007 issue
of Hellg! magazine, and a documentary film
of their adventure, bitled A Window Opens
Margaret and Sophie in Efhiopia, alred on CTV
in the same manth

“When she speaks, paople llsfen,” says Plulm,
who credita Trudeau's involvemend in Wat arCan
as & high factor driing its success, As well ks the
current and perhaps lasting political and social
movernent o support and promole health in
Alrica and the rest of the developing waorld.

To read more about WaterCan, or 1o learn how
to lend support. go 10 W, wal ercan. com



