[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]&





WATER AND GEOGRAPRAPHY


Timing: 2 x 75 minutes
Activity Type:  Quiz and Research Project
Description:  A multi-step activity designed to teach 

students about water, discuss their opinions about water and 

developing countries, and make a group presentation about 

a specific African country of their choice.

Expectations:

· Geography:  7g3 – Knowledge and Understanding:  7g6, 7g7, 7g8 – Inquiry/Research and Communication Skills:  7g12 – Application:  7g14, 7g15

· English Language – Writing:  7e1, 7e9 – Oral and Visual Communication: 7e51, 7e56 – Use of Words and Oral Lanugauge Structures:  7e61 – Non-verbal Communication Skills:  7e63 – Group Skills:  7e65, 7e66

Teaching Strategies:

1. Ask students to make a personal list of all the ways in which they use water every day. From their list, have them select the five uses that they consider the most crucial and think about how their life would be different if water were scarce. As they share their ideas, encourage them to tell what they would have to do differently if they did not have an unlimited water supply.

2. Hand out the Water Facts quiz.  Have the students complete them individually, then take up the answers as a class.  Which facts surprised them?  Which ones didn’t?  

3. As a class, have the students brainstorm the following questions/issues on chart paper.  Alternatively, break the students into smaller groups and assign one question per group.  Invite the groups to present their ideas to the class.

· How do they think people living in places where water is scarce view water differently than we do here?  

· How does the environment that they live in affect their lives?  

· How do they interact with their environment?  

· What changes could be made to the environment to improve their living conditions?  

4. Locate the continent of Africa on a world map.  In groups, have the students select an African country to research:

· Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ghana, Zambia, Nigeria

5. Distribute The Geography of an African Country Handout, and explain the project to students.  Students will work in groups to research an African country and how the people of this country interact with their environment.  They will investigate how water and drought affect the lives of the people in their country, and what is being done to improve the amount and quality of water in their country.  The groups will create a poster and present their findings to the class in a ten-minute presentation.

Materials:  


Water Facts quiz


Markers


Chart paper


The Geography of an African Country handout
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