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Water Usage log

Timing: 2-3 Days
Activity type: Research
Description: Students will discover the uses of water in their daily lives 

and why water is important in their daily lives.  They will track their personal

and family use of water over the course of two days, and compare and graph 

their results.  They will also identify the activities which use the most amounts 

of water, and begin thinking in terms of reducing wastes of water!

Expectations:

· Science and Technology – Earth and Space Systems – Relating Science and Technology to the World Outside the School:  8s139, 8s140

· Geography Expectations – Economic Systems: 8g19

· English Language – Oral and Visual Communication: - Use of Words and Oral Language Structures:  8e56 – Group Skills:  8e62, 8e63

· Mathematics – Measurement: 8m30 – Attributes, Units and Measurement Sense:  8m32, Data Management and Probability: 8m65, 8m66 – Collection and Organization of Data:  8m68, 8m71 – Data Relationships:  8m73
Teaching Strategies:

1. Brainstorm the daily uses of water on the board/overhead and review the items on the water log.  If there are activities missing, have students add them to the log. 

2. Instruct students to track their use of water using the water log; for missing activities, have students determine the volume of water used for each. 

3. (2-3 days elapsed) Tally the total amounts of water used for each category, by student and by class. 

4. Have students construct graphs to represent their individual data; assign individual students to create graphs of class data. 

5. Discuss the ways in which we use water every day, and how dependent we are on this resource.  Ask students to identify activities in their daily lives that do NOT require the use of water in one way or another (is there such a thing? For instance, technically all energy produced by the body to perform any function essentially requires water) in order to indicate the importance of water in the students’ lives. 

6. Use the graphs, discuss which activities use the most/least amounts of water, and which activities seem to be the most wasteful uses of water. These initial ideas will serve as a precursor for other lessons in the unit. 

  

Assessment / evaluation:  

· Ability to graph a set of data, work completion (i.e. water use tracker sheet), observation checklist of group discussion participation.

Materials:  


Daily water usage log


Graph and chart paper


Pencils, markers, erasers, and rulers
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