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Water & Sanitation Factsheet

A Global Crisis:
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2.6 billion people worldwide lack access to basic sanitation, like toilets or safe latrines (nearly half the
population of the developing world, mainly in Africa and Asia)

Each year, water and sanitation-related diseases like diarrhoea claim the lives of 1.8 million children ¢
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Diarrhoeal diseases like cholera, typhoid, and hepatitis ¢ which in 90 per cent of cases are caused by poor
water and sanitationg are the second biggest killer of children under five years of age (WHO)
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sanitation-related diseases (UN)

The global water and sanitation crisis claims significantly more lives than wars; diarrhoea alone has killed
more children in the past ten years than all of the lives lost to armed conflict since 1945 (UNICEF)

In Africa, an estimated five per cent of GDP is lost to illnesses and deaths caused by dirty water and the
absence of sanitation; in some cases, this lost amount is greater than what is received in foreign aid and
debt relief (UNDP)

Experts believe that we will not defeat AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, or any of the other diseases that
plague the developing world until we have also won the battle for safe drinking water and sanitation (UN)
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Water at a glance:

e Lessthanonepercent2 T (i K Swate2sdfplyRs@eadily available for human use (more than 97 per
cent is saltwater, and just over two per cent is in glaciers and underground aquifers)

e The average Canadian uses about 350 litres of water each day, while the average person in the developing
world only has 10-20 litres for all their drinking, washing, cleaning, and cooking needs

e Just one flush of toilet in the West uses more water than many Africans have for the entire day

e Where water is scarce, women and girls are forced to spend much of their days walking 5 kms or more to
fetch water for their families and schools, while carrying water containers that can weigh up to 20 kg

e People living in slums often pay five to 10 times more for water than wealthy people (with household
water connections) living in the same city (UN)

e Each year, 443 million school days are lost due to sickness caused by poor water and sanitation conditions
(UN)

Sanitation at a glance:

e One gram of feces can contain 10,000,000 viruses, 1,000,000 bacteria, 1000 parasite cysts, and 100
parasite eggs (UNICEF)
e Without proper sanitation like toilets and safe latrines, people are forced to relieve themselves wherever
they can ¢ in alleyways, fields, near water sources, or in plastic bags | Y 2 ¢ Vilyingfoiles¢ G K| 0 Sy R
in ditches, on rooftops, or in neighbouring yards
¢ Insome areas, women and girls must wait until after dark to defecate, which not only leads to discomfort
and serious disease, but can place them at risk for harassment and violence
e Each year, the economic cost of the global sanitation crisis is around $38 billion; in contrast, every dollar
spent on improving sanitation leads to an economic gain of $9 (WHO)



e According to the UN, 90 per cent of sewage in developing countries is discharged untreated into
waterways, polluting local water sources, contaminating the food chain (fruits, vegetables, fish), making
bathing and recreational uses of water a serious health risk, and providing a breeding ground for flies and
other insects that spread disease

e Hygiene education can go a long way ¢ something as basic as hand-washing can reduce the spread of
diarrhoeal diseases by 45 per cent (WHO)

e Given that a recent poll in the British Medical Journalamed sanitation as the most important medical
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the improved sanitation can have on the developing world

Water, Sanitation & Poverty: A Ripple Effect

In 2000, the international community committed to achieving the United Nations Millennium Development
Goals ¢ a series of targets aimed at reducing global poverty in key areas ¢ by the year 2015.

Clean water and basic sanitation are at the centre of the UN Millennium Development Goals. Why? Because
when people have access to clean water and basic sanitation, the result is a powerful ripple effect. According
to the UN, improved access to water and sanitation speeds up progress in other key areas of development,
helping to:

o Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

o Achieve universal primary education

. Promote gender equality and empower women
o Reduce child mortality

. Improve maternal health

. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases

o Ensure environmental sustainability



The UN estimates that with support from the international community, safe drinking water and basic
sanitation for the entire world could be achieved within one to two decades. In relative terms, the cost of
this investment (about $11.3 billion globally per year) is less than one per cent of annual world military
spending, or about one-third of yearly spending on bottled water (UN/UNICEF/WHO).
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us can make a difference. Join WaterCan in ending poverty at the source today.
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poorest people gain access to clean water, basic sanitation, and hygiene education. 1 |
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breaking the cycle of poverty and disease and dramatically increasing opportunities
for health, education, gender equality and economic growth.

For more information, please visit www.watercan.com.

Additional Resources:
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e Sanitation & Water Action Network (SWAN) Canada ¢ www.swancanada.org

e End Water Poverty ¢ www.endwaterpoverty.org

¢ UN Millennium Development Goals - www.un.org/millenniumgoals

e World Health Organization - www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/index.html

e UNICEF - Water, Environment and Sanitation - www.unicef.org/programme/wes/

e World Bank - Water Supply and Sanitation - www.worldbank.org/watsan/

e Freshwater Action Network - www.freshwateraction.net

e International Water and Sanitation Centre (IRC) - www.irc.nl

e World Water Council (WWC) - www.worldwatercouncil.org

e Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) - www.acdi-cida.gc.ca

¢ International Development Research Centre (IDRC) - www.idrc.ca

e Make Poverty History Campaign - www.makepovertyhistory.ca
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